
Minnesota Community 
Education Association: 

A statewide system that reaches all COMMUNITIES through 
LOCAL SCHOOLS and SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Leading the nation in CONNECTING COMMUNITIES with 
their schools through COMMUNITY EDUCATION.

WHO WE ARE
We are committed to building programs and systems that meet 
the needs of our communities.  We believe building on the 
strengths of our diverse residents while addressing issues related 
to race, ethnicity, culture, age, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, ability, national origin, veteran status, socio-economic class, 
religion, and professional status unites and stabilizes our communities. 

WHO WE SERVE
Because Community Education programs serve Minnesotans 
across the state from birth through senior citizens, these programs 
have the potential to serve our more than five million residents:

◉ Young children are served in early childhood education 
programs, such as Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE), 
Home Visiting, Preschool and Early Childhood Screening

◉ Youth are served through youth programs and school-age care

◉ Adults are served through Adult Basic Education, parent education, 
adults with disabilities, adult enrichment and senior programs

2020 PLATFORM
Enhance the capacity of Community 
Education programs to meet the needs 
of our local communities:
● Recognize the importance of Community Education programs 
to adapt and address local needs, including professional 
development to better serve our diverse communities.

● Preschool student dismissal should be aligned with the 
Fair Pupil Dismissal Act applied to students in K-12;  fee-based 
programs may dismiss a child for the parents’ failure to pay.

● Support funding for Community Education programs 
engaging Adults with Disabilities in our communities.

Support the collaborative efforts of 
school-based preschool/care, and 
community-based programs by: 
● Removing the statewide cap on Pathway II Early 
Learning Scholarship resources so that parents continue 
to have choice in programs for their children.

● Incentivizing collaborative relationships at the local 
level between schools and community providers to 
improve program quality and access for families.

● Broadening School Readiness funding to increase 
the ability of programs to provide competitive wages 
to preschool educators.
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Connect Families To School & Community Resources
Family and parent support is provided through Early Childhood Family Education 
(ECFE) classes, home visits and parent engagement from prenatal to grade 12.

Provide Safe, Accessible Learning Environments And Opportunities For All Ages
Most programs and services are offered in school buildings, which are welcoming and safe 
spaces located in every community across Minnesota. A wide range of classes are offered 
with options to meet any interest at any age. Community Education also facilitates the community’s 
use of school buildings and grounds, maximizing the use of this public asset.

Help Prepare Children For Kindergarten 
Whether it’s early childhood screening to identify learning issues or various preschool 
programs, a wide range of early childhood offerings help boost learning skills to help 
children enter kindergarten ready for their school experience. This is an important way 
Community Education helps schools meet one of the state’s World’s Best Workforce goals.

Support Working Families
School-age care programs offer parents the option of safe, high-quality enrichment 
experiences for their children through before and after-school and summer care programs 
housed in their schools.

Expand Learning Beyond The School Day
Youth development and enrichment programs provide students with opportunities to 
explore interests and develop skills beyond the school-day curriculum. Engaging youth in 
leadership and service activities builds strengths and helps mitigate risk-taking behaviors.

Build a qualified workforce
Minnesota’s economy relies on a qualified workforce. Adult Basic Education programs 
help adults acquire the important skills and qualifications they need to become fully 
employed, self-sufficient, and equipped to participate fully in the community. Ensuring 
every member of our community is able to work productively helps contribute to a strong 
overall economy and is increasingly critical as our population ages, leaving fewer workers 
to fill the jobs available.


